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JOHN CLAYPOOLE'S MEMORANDUM-BOOK. 

CONTRIBUTED BY CHARLES FRANCIS JENKINS. 

[John Claypoole was a son of William Claypoole, whose father, Na- 
thaniel, was the son of James Claypoole the immigrant. William 
Claypoole is said to have heen a tanner. After his marriage he removed 
from Philadelphia to Mount Holly, New Jersey, where John was born 
August 15, 1752. The family afterwards returned to Philadelphia. John 
Claypoole sailed from Philadelphia on board the " Luzerne," a privateer, 
in what capacity is not known ; was captured by an English privateer and 
committed to Mill Prison. Shortly after his return, May 8, 1783, he 
married Elizabeth, daughter of Samuel and Eebecca (James) Griscom. 
She had been twice married, and was then the widow of Joseph Ashburn, 
who had recently died in Mill Prison. Her first husband was John Ross, 
an upholsterer, to which pursuit his widow added that of flag-making 
for the government, an occupation which she and her family carried 
on for many years. Betty Boss is said to have made the first Ameri- 
can flag with stars and stripes. John and Elizabeth Claypoole lived in 
the little old house, still standing, No. 239 Arch Street, for three years 
after their marriage. They then removed to Second Street, above 
Dock, and afterwards to Front Street. For a number of years before 
his death, which occurred August 3, 1817, he suffered with paralysis. 
He was buried in the burying-ground of the Society of Free Quakers, 
of which body he was a member. Elizabeth Claypoole died January 
30, 1836. They were the parents of five daughters, — Clarissa, Susanna, 
Rachel, Jane, and Harriet. The latter died young, the others married. 

The little memorandum-book is such a one as might have belonged 
to a sailor, and have been successfully concealed about his person. 
Though somewhat torn and mutilated, there are still seventy pages re- 
maining. It is bound in what was once a water-proof cover. After the 
death of John Claypoole, it was given by his widow to their daughter, 
Rachel Fletcher, and by her to the late William J. Canby, in whose 
family it is now preserved. As will be seen, the entries in the book are 
of a miscellaneous character. On the first few pages are given in brief 
the most important dates and incidents ; turning over a few blank pages, 
the song and poem appear, followed by copies of letters giving a more 
detailed account of his adventures. The addresses are written in the 
back of the book.] 
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was Brought here [Mill Prison] 1 

On the 18 th of October heard news of Earl Cornwallis* 
being taken. 

On the 25 th of Nov 1 , had the above agreeable News Con- 
firmed. 2 

On the 27 th Capt. McCater taken out of prison and Carry* 
to London. 

On the 19 th of Dec*. 30 prisoners sent off in a Cartel ex- 
change 

On the 14 th of Feb. 1782 at Night Capt. Bennet Negus 
wounded by the centinel in attempting to make his escape. 

In the Night of the 3 d of March M r Joseph Ashburn de- 
parted this life after an illness of about a week which he 
bore with amazing fortitude & resignation. 

March 31 st Henry Laurens Esq 1 visited us and on the 2 d of 
April Capt. Kemp, Tindal &c, made their Escape from Prison. 

April the 29 th Had an Addition of half a pound of bread 
to our Daily Allowance. 

June the 20 th we were visited by his Grace the Duke of 
Richmond, Gen 1 . Conway &c. 

22 d took leave of Mill prison marched to Catwater and 
embark* on board a Cartel Ship call 4 the Symmetry, and on 
23 d got under weigh and stood out to sea with a fine breeze 
at N. E., with 216 prisoners on Board on f ds allowance of 
Provision Bound for Phil* but finding our allowance too 
small and hearing there was plenty on board, we on the 1* 
of July, insisted on having it augmented to full allowance.* 

1 For an account of life in Mill Prison during the time of John Clay- 
poole's imprisonment, see "Andrew Sherburne's Memoirs." Charles 
Herbert's " Relics of the Revolution" gives a full and interesting de- 
scription of life there at an earlier period. 

2 Oornwallis surrendered October 19, 1781. The news reached Lon- 
don by way of Falmouth at noon of November 25, and by way of Dover, 
from France, a few hours later. The information is said to have been 
smuggled into Mill Prison by means of a newspaper concealed in a loaf 
of bread. 

3 A similar outbreak for the same cause and with a like result oc- 
curred on board the " Lady's Adventure," which sailed from Plymouth 
shortly before the " Symmetry," with about four hundred of the Mar- 
blehead and other New England prisoners. 
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On the 7 th of July made the Island of St Michals and on 
the 8 th stood off and on while . . . the Capt n & a few of . . . 
went on shore . . . [page torn] . . . 

On the 11 th of August in the morning was chased by the 
Ship Gen 1 Washington who came up with us and spoke us. 
Same day made the land and came to anchor within Cape 
Henlopen. 

On the morning of the 12 th . . . [torn] . . . the Bay . . . 
[torn] . . . 

On the 2* of September off Cape Henlopen fell in with 
and took a Schooner call* the Lady Washington bound to 
new york a prize to the revenge Privateer, she had for- 
merly belong* to Baltimore and had been 5 days in the 
enemy 8 possesion when we fell in with her. 

A NEW SONG ON THE PRINCES ROYALS LOSING HER 
SHOE ON THE BIRTH NIGHT BALL. 1 

Time of Doodle Doodle Doo. 

Twas at the birth night Ball Sir 
God Bless our gracious Queen 
where people great and small Sir 

were on a footing seen 
As down the dance with heels from france 

A Royal couple flew 
Tho well she trip 4 , the lady Slip 4 , 
and off she cast her shoe 
Doodle Doodle Doo 
the Princes lost her shoe 
her Highness Hoop 4 the (idlers stop 4 
Not knowing what to do. 

Amazed at such a pause Sir 

the dancers to a man 
Eagre to hear the cause Sir 

around the Princes ran 
Lord Hertford too like lightning flew 

and tho unus 4 to truckel 
laid down his wand and lent a hand 

The Royal Shoe to Buckel 
Doodle Doodle Doo &c. 

1 Author unknown. 
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The Vestal maids of Honnour 

attentive to their duty 
all crowded close upon her 

the Prince survey* their Beauty 
Admired their Zeal for partners heel 

But told em he conceiv d 
tho, some fals steps maid Demiress 

this soon might be retreiv d 
Doodle, Doodle, Doo &c. 

The Princes soon was shod sir 
and soon the dance went on 
tis said some Guardain God sir 

came down to get it done 
Perhaps tis true old England too 

might dance from night till noon 
if ships of state amoung the great 
were mended half so soon 
Doodle Doodle Doo 
Egad tis verry true 
or late or soon there out of tune 
And know not what to do. Finis. 



AN AMEEICAN ANTHEM. 1 

Let Tyrants shake their Iron Eod 
and Slavery clank her galling chains 

we fear them not we trust in God 
New Englands God forever Eeigns 

How and Burgoyne & Clinton too 
with Prescot and Cornwallis join 4 , 

together Plot our overthrow 
in one infernal League combin d . 

When God inspir 4 us for the fight 

their ranks were broke their lines were Fors a , 
their ships were scatter 4 in our sight 

or swiftly driven from our Coast 

The Foe comes on with haughty stride 
our troops advance with martial Noise 

their vetterans fly before our youth 
and Generals yeild to beardless Boys 

1 Author unknown. 
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What gratefull offerings should we bring 
What shall we render to the Lord 

Loud Hallallujahs let us Sing 

And Praise his Name on Every Chord 



Poet L'Oeient the 20 th of March 1781. 

My Dear and Worthy Friend, — According to my prom- 
ise, I now intend letting you know every thing worthy of 
note which has happen 1 , to me during this voyage, as far as 
I have as yet proceeded on it, You may remember that in 
Oct* last I ship*, On board the Luzerne a letter of Marque 
of 18, 6 pounders bound for France, we were detain* by con- 
trary winds &c in the Delaware so long as the 7 th of Nov*, 
When we set sail we had at first a fine wind which lasted a 
few days and we had every appearance of a short passage 
but the wind shifting before we reach* our desir* port our 
passage proved verry tedious, In the course of which time 
one of our Ships company named Peter Bartlet, was taken 
sick, he being an old man and not able any longer to endure 
the verry great Hardships to which he was daily expos*, he 
took his exit on the 25 th of Dec*, and we bury*, him as de- 
cent as our situation would admit, by sewing him up in a 
spare Hammock and tying some shot to his Heels and 
Heaving him Overboard, We arived at this port on the 1 st 
of Jan'y 1781, we immediately set about discharging our 
Cargo which consisted of 275 hogsheds of Tobacco Besides 
some other articles, after we had done this and cleared our 
ships and overhauld our riging &c, we took in our home- 
ward bound cargo consisting of salt and different kinds of 
Merchandize. This L'Orient is about half the size of Phil a , 
it is a tolerable pleasant citty, and the Inhabitants in General 
seem to be a verry Industrious people and with all remark- 
ably Polite and civel to strangers especially to Americans for 
whom they express the greatest Affection, since I have been 
here I have had a severe fit of sickness which had well nigh 
carry*, me off the sod, In the time of my illness I lodged 
at the House of a Madam Lazaneck who treated me with 
such Mother like tenderness that I shall never forget it She 
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has 3 daughters who are verry amiable women and were like- 
wise verry kind to me, Often siting for hours by my bed- 
side and endeavouring to learn me to speak their Language 
in which I begin now to make tolerable progress, I am now 
recover 4 , and have got on board again and I expect we shall 
sail before long so that if we have luck I shall soon be after 
this letter. Commend me to all friends believe me to be 
your real friend and verry humble Servt 

Jn° Claypoole. 

Lenox, Cove or Coeke May 9" 1 1781. 

Dear Sir, — In my last letter to you I told you that I ex- 
pected shortly to be at home, But you find I am disappointed 
and indeed I have met with so many disappointments in my 
time that I begin now to be tolerably well season*, to them. 

We set sail from L'Orient on the 26 th of March in com- 
pany with 7 or 8 sail among which was the Lyon and the 
ann &c, we had a glorious breeze which lasted us for 7 or 
8 days about which time the Lyon parted with us and shap d 
her cource for the west Indias. 

On the 4 th of April as we were Pleasantly sailing and 
pleasing our selves with prospect of soon being at home and 
enjoying the company of our friends all hands being in high 
spirits having each of us a good venture on board, but for- 
tune that fickle jade Threw a Privateer in our way who soon 
made a Prize of us and with us shap d her course for Ireland 
she was call d , The Enterprize commanded by a Thomas 
Eden and mounted 32 guns. She got safe into Ireland with 
her prize in company, and came to an Anchor in the River 
Shannon about 10 miles up, a number of our crew such as 
chose enter*, on Board of her, the rest of us 37 in number 
were sent under guard and in Irons, (except 4 amongst 
which number was your hum Serv') to the town of Limerick, 
where we were close confined in a sort of coach house in 
the Barrack yard and allow*, sixpence a day to subsist on. 
Here we found the Inhabitance verry civil to us, and a great 
number came to see us. After we had staid there about 8 
days we were ordered to be march*, off to Kinsale about 72 
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miles accordingly a Subaterans Guard of the 68 th Reg', con- 
ducted us as far as Bruff where we were confin d , in a horse 
stable and next day deliver 4 , to another Guard who con- 
ducted us to Charleville, and next day to Mallow and from 
thence to Oorke and then to Kinsale where the Prison keeper 
refused to receive us, except some frenchmen who were with 
us who were put into Prison, and we were crowded into a 
wretched sort of Guard house and kept two nights to lay 
on the wet ground which made several of us sick, we were 
then march*, to the Cove of Cork and Put on board this Ship 
where we are allowed § the Quantity of Provision allow'd 
to the ships company, but by reason of a little money which 
I have yet left together with the civility of a few people I 
have met here I live tolerable considering, But as I had 
an opp'y of seeing a good deal of this Country as I march 4 , 
through it, I must here take notice to you the manner in 
which the Poor people live, which I cannot help calling 
Beastly. For upon the same floor and frequently without 
any partition are lodged the Husband & wife and the mul- 
titudinous brood of children all huddled together upon 
straw or rushes with the cow and the calf the pig & the 
horse if they are rich enough to have one. Their Houses 
are of several sorts, but the most common is the sod wall 
as they call it, By sods you are to understand the grassy 
surface of the earth. Some build their houses of mud, 
others use stone with mortar for two or three feet from 
the Ground and sod or mud for two or three feet above that 
their side walls being seldom above five or six feet high. 
Sometimes you may see an Ingenious builder avail himself 
of the side of a ditch, which serves for a side wall, and 
parallel thereto he rears a wall in one or other of the 
modes I have described as his own fancy the facillity of the 
method or abundance of materials may lead him. 

The only Solace these miserable mortals have is in matri- 
mony acordingly they all marry young Most Girls are one 
way or another mothers at Sixteen and every house has 
Shoals of children. Not that I suppose women are by nature 
more prolific here than in America, yet their early Mar- 
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riages and Necessary temperance furnish more frequent In- 
stances of Fcecundity. Yet altho the poor live after such a 
wretched manner nothing can be more elegant than the 
manner in which the rich live another thing which sur- 
prised me as I traveled through this Country is the thousands 
of Ruined houses castles and villages which frequently take 
the Eye as you pass through this Country, occasion d as I 
am told by the war of Ireland in Oliver Cromwells Days. 

This Ship is a Guard ship of 74 Guns and has been on 
this Station near 3 years, here we are not oblig 4 , to do any 
duty yet every method is frequently used to induce us to 
enter into their service but they not yet prevail 4 , on any. 1 

It is impossible for me to tell you when I shall be at home 
as it does not appear to me that there is any cartel coming 
here. 

Adieu my Dear friend and depend on it you shall as often 
as possible hear from your real Friend & verry humble 
Servant 

Jn" Claypoole. 

Mill Peison the 1" of Sepf 1781 
Sir, — The last letter I wrote you was from on board the 
lenox in the Cove of Cork, which Ship had orders to weigh 
Anchor which she did on the 21*' of June and set sail for 
England in company with a fleet of near and hundred Sail, 
consisting of men of war, Frigates, Sloops of war Trans- 
ports merchantmen &c, &c, &c, On the 25 th of June cast 
anchor in Plymouth sound and on the 29 th we pris,ners were 

1 On the efforts of the English to enlist the American sailors, Frank- 
lin, writing to David Hartley in 1779, says, "No cartel has yet ap- 
peared ; and it is now evident that the delays have been of design, to 
give more opportunity of seducing the men by promises and hardships 
to seek their liberty in engaging against their country ; for we learn 
from those who have escaped that there are persons continually em- 
ployed in cajoling and menacing them ; representing to them that we 
neglect them ; that your government is willing to exchange them ; and 
that it is our fault it is not done ; that all the news from America is bad 
on their side ; we shall be conquered and they will be hanged, if they do 
not accept the gracious offer of being pardoned on condition of serving 
the King, &c." — Diplomatic Correspondence. 
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removed to a Guard ship call d , the Dunkirk laying iu Har- 
bor where we remain 4 , till the 6 th of July when myself 
with 9 others were carry*, on shore at Plymouth Dock 
and carry 4 , before a Justice of the Peace who after having 
examined us one by one in a verry formal manner told us 
that we stood charg 4 , with High Treason * being found in 
arras and in open rebellion against his King upon the high 
Seas, for which crime as he term 4 it we were to be commit- 
ted to the Old Mill Prison, there to remain till his king 
should be graciously pleased to call our Tryal accordingly 
our mittemus,es were wrote and we were brought to this 
place where we have been now about 2 months and for 
aught I know shall be here 2 years, for I do not see any 
likely hood of our being exchang 4 , and it seems impossible 
to get out of this place with out the wretched alternative of 
entering into their Infernal service which however I find 
many are reduced to the Necessity of doing rather than stay 
to spend all their youthfull days in this hatefull confinement 
there is about 300 of us here and our number is daily in- 
creasing, the Provision we get here is f of a pound of beef 
and a pound of coarse bread p r day which however small 
we make shift to live on with the assistance of six pence 
a week which we are supply 4 , with from our own country." 

1 Each American prisoner, though but a common sailor, was com- 
mitted for high treason. " We were severally and individually commit- 
ted to Old Mill prison, for rebellion, piracy and high treason on his 
Britannic majesty's high seas." — Andrew Sherburne's Memoirs. 

2 A considerable amount of money and supplies was raised in England 
for the relief of the American prisoners. Franklin, writing November 
5, 1781, to Thomas McKean, says, " The subscriptions for that purpose 
(the relief of the prisoners) in. England have ceased. The allowance I 
have made them of six pence each per week during the summer, though 
small, amounts to a considerable sum ; and during the winter I shall be 
obliged to double if not treble it." March 4, 1782, he writes, " The 
slender supply I have been able to afford of a shilling a week to each, 
for their greater comfort during the winter, amounts weekly to fifty 
pounds sterling. An exchange would make so many of our countrymen 
happy, add to our strength and diminish our expense. But our priva- 
teers who cruise in Europe will not be at the trouble of bringing in their 
prisoners and I have none to exchange for them." 
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This Prison is situated about half a mile from the town 
of Plymouth on the side of a Hill so that we can see a good 
distance to sea the prison yard is about 70 or 80 yards 
square which serves us to walk in and many a Solitary hour 
do we saunter away in it. 

There is a number of Printed rules hung up in the prison 
whereby we are to regulate our conduct and the punishment 
inflicted on us in case of Transgression is forty days con- 
finement in the black hole 1 upon half allowance, notwith- 
standing which we verry often attempt to make our escape 
but there is so strict a guard kept over us that verry few 
effect it we have sent several petitions to the King of France, 
setting forth in moving terms our deplorable situation hum- 
bly praying his most christian Majesty to fall upon some 
method to get us reliev d , but I fear the British parliament 
are such a stiff-necked set of beings that they will not con- 
sent to let us go. 

Yours &c &c &c 

Jn° Olaypoole. 

Mill Prison May 20 th 1782. 

My much loved friend, — By the date hereof you will 
perceive that I still continue in this Dreary Mansion, and 
will I doubt not think it a matter of surprize that I am not 
releas* in so long a time. 

Indeed I am unable to account for the great delay that 
has been made in forwarding an exchange of prisoners as 
the brittish Parliament has 3 months ago passed an act for 
that purpose. 2 ever since which time I have been in daily 

1 The black hole was the guard-house. It was not below ground. 

2 " In consequence of a proposition I sent over, the Parliament of 
Britain have just passed an act for exchanging American prisoners. 
They have near eleven hundred in the jails of England and Ireland, all 
committed as charged with high treason. The act is to empower the 
king, notwithstanding such commitments, to consider them as prisoners 
of war, according to the law of nations, and exchange them as such. 
This seems to be giving up their pretensions of considering us as rebel- 
lious subjects, and is a kind of acknowledgment of our independence. 
Transports are now taking up, to carry back to their country the poor, 
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expectation of being releas 4 and which was the reason why 
I omited writing to you. But least you should be uneasy 
for my wellfare, I embrace this opportunity of letting you 
know that I still continue to enjoy my health, which I think 
considering my situation is a little to be wonder 4 at. 

Our number is encreased to near seven hundred 1 and 
we are so much crowded that it begins to grow verry uncom- 
fortable. 

As I believe you were acquainted with Mr. Joseph Ash- 
burn, 2 I beg leave to inform you that he was brought to this 
prison in a short time after me, he died in the night of the 
3 d of March after a illness of about 10 days which he bore 
with amazing fortitude retaining his sences till the last mo- 
ment of his life. 

I cannot omit mentioning to you an ugly accident that 
happen* here about 3 months ago. A Capt" Negus who 
had by some means got out of the gate and was making 
off was shot down by a centinel, but as his wound did 
not prove a mortal one he is now almost recover 4 . It is a 
common practice with these rascals if any of us attempt 
to escape to fire on us and down with us at once. But Not- 
brave fellows, who have borne for years their cruel captivity, rather than 
serve our enemies, and an equal number of English are to be delivered 
up in return. I have, upon desire, furnished passports for the vessels." — 
Franklin to Jay, 24 April, 1782. 

1 In 1781, Franklin estimated the number of American prisoners in 
England as upwards of eight hundred. March 4, 1782, there were said 
to be nearly a thousand, and at the time of the final exchange the num- 
ber had increased to about eleven hundred. This included all the 
prisoners in England and Ireland. It will be seen from Claypoole's 
statement that by far the greatest number was confined in Mill Prison. 

2 Joseph Ashburn was the second husband of Elizabeth Griscom, she 
having previously married John Boss. The story goes that Ashburn, 
while in Mill Prison, often talked with John Claypoole about his wife, 
Betty, and at his death sent farewell messages by him to her. Claypoole, 
on his arrival in Philadelphia, hastened to deliver these messages, and 
inside of eight months he married her. 

Joseph Ashburn and Elizabeth Boss were married June 15, 1777. 
They had two children : Zillah, b. September 15, 1779 ; Eliza, b. Feb- 
ruary 25, 1781. 
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withstanding all their vigilance a few make shift to get 
away sometimes, it is about 2 months since our friends 
Capt Jn° Kemp & Allex Tindal with five others got off and 
as I am since inform* are safe arrived in France. 

His Excellency Henry Laurens 1 has been to see us and 
has given us to understand that we are very soon to be re- 
leas 3 the manner of our exchange being already settled, for 
his part he is exchang d 2 and last week took his departure 
from this Kingdom, that you may enjoy many years of 
happiness, and never know what it is to lose your liberty 
is the sincere wish of your real friend and very Humble 
Serv* 

Jn° Clatpoole. 



Philadelphia the 16 th of Aug '82. 
My verry Dear Friend, — The last letter I wrote you was 
from Mill Prison in England I think I told you that Mr. 
Laurens had been to see us, 3 which Gent" gave great reason 
to think that a cartel would soon be settled in our favour 
Accordingly on the 22 4 of June 216 of us left our Dreary 
Mansion and embark 1 at catwater 4 on board cartel ship call 4 
the Symmettry bound for Phil" In our Passage we touch 4 
at the Island of S* Michaels and some of us went on shore 
at a Portugueze town call 4 Ponto de'la Gardo, it is a pleas- 
ant and beautifull Place abounding with all kinds of fruit. 

1 Laurens's imprisonment in the Tower from October, 1780, to Novem- 
ber, 1781, may have deepened his feelings of sympathy for Americans 
in English prisons. He writes, — 

"After my enlargement I further urged that business [the exchange 
of American prisoners] to its completion, visited those prisoners at a con- 
siderable expense to myself, administered to some of them relief from 
my own impoverished pocket, and obtained much greater for them from 
other persons." — Henry Laurens to the President of Congress, May 30, 1782. 

2 Laurens was exchanged for General Burgoyne. 

3 Says Andrew Sherburne, "The prisoners considered this visit as a 
high compliment, and treated him with every mark of respect ; indeed, 
the gravity and dignity of his appearance commanded respect." 

* One of the harbors at Plymouth. 
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Nothing more of any consequence happen 4 to us during our 
passage which lasted 50 day' 

I have the pleasure to find all my friends in good health 
at home which I assure you is no small satisfaction after so 
long a separation. 

I am now about to go on the ship Hyder Ally Bound on 
a cruise, and as soon as I return you shall hear from me 
again. 

Adieu my Dear friend and believe me to be 

sincerely yours 

Jn° Claypoole. 

[These addresses are written in the back of the book.] 

Haslam & Oleypole, cyder merchants and Fruiterers N° 75 
upper Thames Street, London. 

John Warder, N° 6 Bury Street St Mary Axe. London. 

Benjamin West, Newman Street, London. 

Henry Laurens Esq r , Fludyer Street, N° 23 Westminster, 
London. 

Thomas Eden & Company Mercht" N° 2 New Court 
Crutched Friars, London. 

Andrew Montgomery belonging to the 68 th Beg* laying in 
the town of Limerick in the Kingdom of Ireland whose 
father is Thomas Montgomery living in Hopewell (?) Town- 
ship Cumberland County State of Pennsylvania N. America. 

Jn° Percival . . . [page torn] 



